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INFORMATION
We hope that this guide offers information for easy and
enjoyable getaways to different natural areas in our municipality
for residents and visitors alike.
There’s nothing like stocking your backpack with food and water
and spending a morning visiting these enclaves. Though they
aren’t “nature reserves” per se, they do put us in touch with the
great outdoors. These routes are within everyone’s budget. Try
them out for yourself and have a great time!
We want to put the information needed in your hands so that you
can get out “in the field” with full knowledge and understanding
of these areas. This way, we can turn to other spaces within the
urban ecosystem that offer us unique surroundings.
Enjoy!
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PLEASE REMEMBER
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•

Assess your physical ability and
knowledge of the environment
you’re going to visit.

•

Wear comfortable clothing and
footwear that is suitable for the
route.

•

Sun protection: cap, sunscreen,
etc.

•

Food and water.

•

RESPECT WILDLIFE. Please leave
everything as you found it. Don’t
leave any sort of waste behind;
save it and deposit it in the corresponding container at the end
of the route.

•

Respect plant and animal life.

Nature Routes
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Monte
San
Antón
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DESCRIPTION
The gentle slopes of Monte San Antón are home to one of the
most important natural strongholds in our municipality. It is part
of the Montes de Málaga range and is located about 3 km from the
coast, north of the well-known El Palo neighbourhood. The two
most recognisable peaks in the area are called the Tetas de Málaga
- Malaga’s Breasts.

Though it is located in one
of the most populated
areas around the Malaga
capital, Monte San Antón is
still a reserve for fauna and
flora. There, vertebrates like

the common chameleon
(Chamaeleo
chamaeleon)
and Bonelli’s eagle (Hieraaetus
fasciatus) reproduce. There are
also endemic plant species like
particular species of broom

(Cytisus malacitanus) and the
so-called Zajareña (Sideritis
reverchonii). On this route,
we’ve also come across several
hundred-year-old pine trees
that survived a fire in 1993.

The
eastern
summit is the
highest at 507
metres, while the
western summit
stands at 491
metres high. The
latter is home to
the well-known
Cruz del Monte
de San Anton, a cross on the top the mountain. A third summit
standing at 372 metres is located southeast of these two main
ones.
From the viewpoints located throughout the area, you can
see both the eastern and western coast, from Cala del Moral to
Fuengirola, including the city of Malaga, the Pedregalejo beaches,
and Mount Gibralfaro. Behind Monte San Antón is the Montes de
Málaga Natural Park.
Its area, though relatively small, features a karst lithology (limestone)
that forms slopes, sinkholes, chasms, and underground galleries.
This sort of relief is characterised by marked erosion, steep slopes,
and abrupt features.
12
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Once in the complex, there are two ways to get to the route:

HOW TO GET THERE

Option 1.- By going through “Lagarillo Blanco.” You can find the starting point on
Google Maps: “Llano de las abejas subida Oeste” (the western slope of the bee plains).
“Directions” will take you to the route’s starting point.

acceso
más directo
esta ruta
a través
la Urbanización
The most direct access to thisElroute
is through
the aPinares
dees
San
Antonde
development
Pinares de San Antón.

Option 2.- By the Circular Route or the Route of the Cross. You can find the starting
point in Google Maps. “Eastern entrance to Monte San Antón.”“Directions” will take you
to the route’s starting point.

By car:
If you don’t have a car:

1

Route 34 La Alameda, the
“Reina Fabiola” stop (2916).

2

From there, follow the
road from Av. San Isidro
and then along Av. San
Anton.

3

From there, follow the
same instructions as
above.

1.

From the Autovía del Mediterráneo (A-7) /Ronda del Este
(E-15), take exit 246 A: El Palo/Avenida Juan Sebastián
Elcano. From the centre of Malaga or neighbourhoods
near Monte San Antón, it can also be reached from
Avenida Juan Sebastián Elcano, following the Jaboneros
stream through Calle Juan Antonio Trueba and Camino
de San Antón.

2.

When you come to a roundabout, take the third exit to
cross the highway below.

3.

Then, continue along Av. San Isidro and turn left on Av.
San Antón.

1

Lagarillo Blanco (the White Lake).
Turn onto Calle Almendros (a deadend street) and make a left at the
first exit. Then, follow the signs to the
Lagarillo Blanco Forest Park and start
the route.

2

Circular Route. Continue along Av.
San Anton for 2 km until you reach
Calle Las Palmeras. Follow it to Calle
Los Sauces and Calle Stradivarius.
Go down this street until you get to
a lane marked off with a chain and a
stone monolith that reads “San Anton.” Begin the route on foot here.

Please note, getting to
the route’s starting point
by foot can be difficult
due to the path’s steep
slope and the lack of
sidewalks at some points.

14
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NOTES ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE
Monte San Antón is primarily
made up of limestone rocks
that are eroded by water
to form a karst pattern. The
characteristic elements of
this type of modelling are
limestone pavement, small
sinkholes, chasms, and underground galleries.
Out of all of these features, the limestone trails
between the two main
summits are especially
noteworthy. The spot is in
stark contrast to the slate
of the neighbouring territories.
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NOTES ABOUT THE LANDSCAPE
In addition to its botanical features and wildlife, Monte
San Antón is notable as a landscape. It offers wide views of
Malaga’s bay: 50 km to the east, 65 km to the west, 40 km
to the northwest, and the southern horizon across the
Mediterranean Sea just 3 km away.
The mountain formations that can be seen to the west include
the Sierras de Mijas, Sierra Blanca (Marbella), Sierra de las
Nieves (Serranía de Ronda), and Sierra Prieta and Alcaparaín,
as well as the city of Malaga and the Guadalhorce Valley. To
the north are the Montes de Malaga, and to the east you’ll
find much of Axarquía, Queen Mary’s Peak (the highest point
of the Montes de Malaga), Sierra de Tejeda, Sierra de Almijara,
and even a peak from the Sierra Nevada.

18
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The steep slopes and vertical cuts,
another
notable
characteristic,
contrast with the rounded shapes
of the main peaks. This echoes the
contrast between the nearby urban
centre and the natural environment,
a juxtaposition that is quite notable
in this enclave.
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POINTS OF INTEREST
Panoramic viewpoints

There are two air-conditioned viewpoints with spectacular views of
the city’s coastline. One of them is located on a small hill to the south
of the highest peak, the “Mirador Oeste” (the western viewpoint).

Hundred-year-old pines
Along the route, you’ll come across several hundred-year-old
pine trees that survived the 1993 fire. On the route to the
“Mirador Este” is a group of pine trees that particularly stand
out among the smaller pines for reforestation. These trees
add to the beauty of this landscape. Another one is located
between the two peaks on the southern slope. There, you
can take a break and enjoy beautiful views in its shade.
Algarrobo
To the west of the peak housing the
Cruz de San Antón stands a solitary
carob tree on a small plain at the
bottom of the slope. The spot has
beautiful views of both the summit
and Malaga Bay.

From this wide viewpoint, you can see the eastern skyline of our
city with the neighbourhoods of Pedregalejo and El Palo in the
foreground.
The other viewpoint is located to the east and is called the Mirador
de San Antón. The third peak offers even better panoramic views
reaching as far as Malaga Bay. It’s always recommended to stop at
these viewpoints. Breathe in the fresh air and enjoy the views of our
coastal city.
The Little Virgin
This figure of the Virgin is part of an alcove measuring about 20
metres high. This wall faces the southwest and was formed by
slippage between two blocks due to a fault gap.
Caves
On this same wall, there is also a small cove about 7 metres deep.

20
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The Peaks of San Antón
You’ll find two main peaks
in this area. The taller of the
two is the Eastern Summit,
and the Western Summit is
where the Cruz de San Antón
is located.
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ITINERARY
Along these routes, you’ll
find different sites of interest that are a must-see. Of
course, these include the
two mountain tops, the
two viewpoints, the hundred-year-old pine trees,
the Virgin in the stone wall,
and the large carob tree
that offers beautiful views
and a perfect place to take
a break.
Around the western
viewpoint, you can see
young specimens for
repopulation. They ’ve
already been through
the critical growth and
adaptation phase with
a ver y low deficiency
percentage, indicating
superb weather and
soil conditions.
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE
Surface area: 99.437 m2
UTM coordinates: 36º 44´ 20´´ N and 4º 22´30´´ W
Minimum/maximum altitude: 313/507

This route will cover most
of Monte San Antón,
ascending the two peaks.
There are two difficulty
levels.

Land description: undeveloped land in the north and
urban land in the south
Soil typology: limestone
Type of vegetation: Mediterranean

Find the starting point on Google: “Entrada Este
Monte San Antón” (the eastern entrance to Monte
San Antón)
This circular route will take approximately 3.5 hours,
including several stops to rest. On this route, you’ll ascend
to 507 metres in elevation on the Eastern Summit. There,
you can enjoy great views of the city, as well as the
mountains of Malaga and other surrounding mountains.
On this route, the overall elevation change is 200 metres.
The two options given differ in the path taken up the
Eastern Summit. The first is of greater difficulty both in the
slopes and the path; as it is not often taken, some sections
are not clearly defined.

Best time to visit: all year

The elevation profile of the two routes shown here are:

The more demanding
circular route

We’ve chosen three of the many
possible routes to get to know Monte
San Antón:

The easy circular
route

NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE

At the end of the initial climb, you will come to an intersection where the road forks into three paths:
At the start, the route is a wide path. As you ascend, it narrows
until it becomes a narrow trail.
Leave your vehicle at the start of the path since it is blocked
off with a chain. The start of the route is marked with a
monolith that reads SAN ANTÓN.
The road starts out being rocky and has a rather steep incline.
You can see the pines for repopulation on the left.
You can enjoy beautiful views of the Montes de Málaga range
and the Mediterranean Sea at the very beginning.

a. Left: detour to the “Mirador Este” (the eastern viewpoint)
b. Centre: Detour to the “Mirador Oeste” (the western
viewpoint)
c. Right: Continue the route to the summits
a. By taking the path to the “Mirador Este,” you will find a few
hundred-year-old Pinus halepensis at the intersection. They
were the only survivors of the fire in the 1990s. You will also
see carob trees, pines for reforestation, and olive trees on
both sides, as well as uncovered limestone on the ground
and bushes like African sandalwood and mastic trees.
The viewpoint’s entrance is flanked by three small pine trees
on the right and two young carob trees and an olive tree on
the left. From this semi-circular viewpoint, you can see different parts of Malaga Bay.
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE

If you choose to ascend
the Eastern Summit by the
more difficult path, you will
continue along the main
path. At the next bend, turn
off onto a narrow path to the
right marked by two stone
mounds.

A particularly impressive view from this viewpoint is the
quarry that supplies the cement factory, which can’t be seen
from other lookouts.

b. We’ll describe the path to the “Mirador Oeste” on the
way back from this route.
c. When you get back to the fork, take the path to the
peaks. It begins with a slight slope and a wide path where
the bedrock emerges. You will continue to come across many
small specimens of pines for reforestation on the mountain
slopes. There are also some shrub formations made up of
rosemary, albaida (Anthyllis cytisoides), rockrose, and broom.

HIGH DIFFICULTY
AVERAGE DIFFICULTY
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Continue along the wide path until you come to a fork. If
you take the narrow path to the left, you will come to the
intersection of the two peaks along a path of average
difficulty. If you continue to the right, a very difficult path will
take you to the Eastern Summit.

METALLIC POSTS

As soon as you start the
trail, you will find old metal
fence posts that will serve as
landmarks along the rest of
the way. During the climb,

you will see several stone
walls that help reduce the
erosive processes caused by
runoff.
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE

Once down in the “valley between the two peaks,” you will find
a ten-metre-deep well surrounded by large palmetto bushes
that is protected by a metal mesh. It is the site of a curious
legend about a hidden Phoenician treasure.

As you ascend, note how the vegetation changes. The trees
disappear, and bushy vegetation dominates the landscape:
dwarf palms, esparto grass, rosemary, and purple phlomis.

Continue walking towards the Western Summit, where the
Cruz de San Antón is located. Unlike the previous descent, this
path is very clearly defined since it is used more often. It runs
right along the smooth ridge separating the sunny and shady
slopes. The shady area features a steep slope dotted with
young pine trees, but there is no visible rocky outcropping.
It is covered by denser brush with good specimens of spiny
broom, which colour the path yellow in spring.

When you reach the top, which is about 510 metres high (the
highest point in Monte San Antón), you will come to a small
plain. The vegetation at the top seems padded and small, as it
is adapted to the wind. You will find small specimens of dwarf
palms and other species of vegetation along with it. You can
take a rest on the large rocks and enjoy the wonderful views
that the enclave offers.

The peak of the Western Summit appears to be an elongated
oval. Its relatively large surface area is occupied by groups of
dwarf palms interspersed with small carob trees, mastic trees,
and broom. At the end of the oval stands the famous Cruz del
Monte San Antón.
From here, a broader view of the city of Malaga appears almost
in its entirety.
The descent winds through the northeast part of the summit.
This is because the entire western part consists of a ravine
with an almost vertical slope at a considerable elevation. Thus,
you begin the descent towards the central area between the
two peaks, following a path that is often hard to make out
among the small bushes. In many other parts, the ground is
large limestone rock plates.
28
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If you look to the north, you can see
the Montes de Málaga Natural Park
in the foreground.
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE
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An interesting view from this
peak is the clarity with which
the edges of the Montes de
Málaga Natural Park can be
seen. They’re delimited by
the contrast between the
masses of repopulated pine
and eroded lands.

start your descent. To do this, take the same path you climbed
up until you reach the central area between the two peaks.
Take the southern path down, where you will find a rocky
wall. It appears to be guarded by three large, hundred-yearold pines, and it is visible from most points on the route. If
you continue along the path to the left of these pines, you
will come to a stone wall where two of the points of interest
described above are located.

These lands were once
home to a forest of holm
oaks. These were cut down
for wood and charcoal, and
the land became agricultural
soils that have since been
abandoned. After taking a
break at this summit, you will

A small shelter or cave some 7 or 8 metres deep is located
on the eastern side of the wall, nestled in the heights of a
remarkably large recess at least 10 metres above the ground.
It has a wide entrance that narrows as you enter, and there is a
small, white statue of a Virgin.

Monte San Antón
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1. CIRCULAR ROUTE
These are undoubtedly a
must-see along the route.
You will have to retrace your
steps to reach the pines
again to follow the path
down. This is the same path
taken up for the option of
average difficulty. This will
take you back to the second
fork. You will retrace your
steps until you reach the
first fork to take the path
to the “Mirador Oeste,”
the Western Viewpoint.
This large, well-equipped
viewpoint has railings and
a large esplanade. Around it
are carob and dwarf palms,
as well as several small pine
trees. It is at a lower elevation
than the “Mirador Este,” the
Eastern Viewpoint, so it offers
more limited views.

smaller mountain with the
“Mirador Este,” and just behind it is the Eastern Summit,
as well as the face housing
the Virgin and the three guardian pines.

out on a small esplanade
just halfway down the path.
Once back at the first fork,
take the same path you first
came on to reach the end of
the route.

The path to the viewpoint
is a round trip from the
first fork. It is a wide, clearly
defined path. A carob tree
of considerable age stands

If you look back, you will see
the summit with the cross on
the left. On the right is the

32
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2. ROUTE OF THE CROSS
Find the starting point on Google: “Entrada Este Monte
San Antón” (the eastern entrance to Monte San Antón)
This is shorter than the previous one, but it’s best for a pleasant nature walk.
This route lasts about 2.5 hours, with the rest stops indicated.
On this route, you will reach an elevation of 491 metres at the
summit with the cross. This point offers great views of the city,
as well as the Montes de Málaga range and the peaks of the
Sierra Tejeda to the east.
The beginning of the route is wide, and it will narrow as you
ascend until it becomes a path to the summit. This route is
recommended for everyone.

This route overlaps some sections described in the previous
one, but it is shorter and thus allows for longer stops for
resting and taking in the vegetation and landscape. You
can see the last round of plants sewn, all of which are wellmaintained. Rockrose, albaida (Anthyllis cytisoides), thistles,
thyme, Montpelier Coris (Coris monspeliensis), flax-leaved
daphne, Italian buckthorn, and mastic trees make up the
botanical richness of this brush.
The elevation profile on this route is as follows:

You will get to the Cruz de San Antón by taking the eastern
slope. There is only one more demanding section of the
slope. It can be taken slowly without much difficulty.

Route of the Cross trail

34
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Leave your vehicle at the start of the path since it is blocked
off with a chain. The start of the route is marked with a monolith that reads SAN ANTÓN.
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2. ROUTE OF THE CROSS

Follow the initial instructions for the circular route (p. 24).

HIGH DIFFICULTY
AVERAGE DIFFICULTY

For this route, take the path on the left, which is of
average difficulty. During the climb, you will arrive at a
rocky wall that seems to be guarded by three large, hundredyear-old pines visible from many points along the route.
The path is clearly marked until you reach the central area
between the Cruz de San Antón (west) and the eastern
summit.

As described previously, the top of this summit is wide, and
you must be careful where you step since rocks protrude,
making the surface irregular.
Among the holes in the rock and the soil in this area, you
can find Paronychia argentea, which is colloquially known as
“Nevadilla tapestry.”
Here, return to the descriptions in the previous option, given
that the path to the top and the way back down are already
described.

Nearby, there is a well about ten metres deep protected by
a metal mesh and surrounded by large palmetto bushes. It
is the site of a curious legend about a hidden Phoenician
treasure. You’ll head towards the summit topped by the cross,
which is located to the west, so choose the path to the left.
This path is clearly marked and runs right along the smooth
ridge that separates the sunny and shady slopes. The shady
area has a large slope dotted with pine trees and no visible
rocky outcrops; it is covered with denser vegetation.

36
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3. THE LAGARILLO BLANCO (WHITE LAKE) ROUTE
Our final route, the
Lagarillo Blanco Route,
begins at the rest area of
the same name. On this
path, you can visit the Cruz
de San Antón. It also offers
an attractive view of the
contrasting vegetation and
landscape between the
two mountain slopes. It is
also of somewhat greater
difficulty.

Find the starting point on Google: “Llano de las
abejas subida Oeste” (the western slope of the bee
plains)
The “Lagarillo Blanco” Route is a circular route 4 km
long. It takes about 3.5 hours, including rest stops. On
this route, you will reach an elevation of 491 metres at
the Cruz de San Antón. Here, you can enjoy great views
of the city, as well as the Montes de Malaga range and
other surrounding mountains. On this route, you’ll see an
overall elevation change of 300 metres.
It starts at the Lagarillo Blanco rest area on a wide path.
From here, you have to veer off of the path to start the
ascent up a highly difficult path that is often hard to
follow.
The descent follows a path of average difficulty down the
opposite slope.
Besides the views of Malaga, the main attraction on this
route is the difference between the two mountain slopes:
the sunny side (on the way up) and the shady side (on the
way down). These showcase different types of vegetation,
as well as the carob tree noted as a point of interest. You
only visit this tree on this route.

The Lagarillo Blanco
route
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Since this route is of great difficulty, it is recommended for
those who are more physically prepared.
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3. THE LAGARILLO BLANCO (WHITE LAKE) ROUTE
You can leave your vehicle
at the Lagarillo Blanco rest
area and take the existing
trail from there. This fairly
easy stretch runs through
terrain dominated by the
Aleppo pine and scattered
specimens of non-irrigated
tree crops.

Ruta Lagarillo
Blanco,
Monte San Antón
Dificultad Alta
Dificultad Media
Dificultad Baja
Inicio de la Ruta

Puntos de interés
Algarrobo
Coscojal
Mirador natural

Then, veer off the path to
start the ascent, which can
be difficult as it sometimes
disappears. Ascend the
southern face of the
mountain, which has little
vegetation
and
great
sunshine on clear days.

40

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Inicio
Subida Cima Oeste
Cima Oeste, Cruz de
San Antón
Bajada
Incorporación Camino

The image shows the
elevation profile of the
suggested route.

through Mediterranean brush vegetation, including a wellpreserved scarlet oak.

The descent along the
north face is of average
difficulty, and it passes

Besides the views of the city of Malaga, this route’s main
attraction is the contrast between the two mountain slopes:
the sunny ascent and the shady descent. These showcase
different types of vegetation.

Monte San Antón

You are at Point 1 on the map. This recreational facility is
situated on terraces. There are grills and benches where you
can sit and see the city. Once you’re ready, the route starts out
along a relatively flat, wide path on the right that’s unpaved
and fenced in.
When the fenced area ends, continue on the path. Keep your
eye on the right, as you’ll have to veer off onto a small path
to start the ascent towards the cross. This path (point 2 on
the map) begins with a climb that initially runs through an
abandoned olive grove. As you ascend, the path gets less
defined and gives way to the mountain.

The difficulty of this section increases as you climb higher,
with the slope getting steeper and steeper. For this reason,
you must take increasing precautions. Always stay to the right
of the slope as you climb to reach the cross at the top. Don’t
go towards the large rocks on the left. The area here features
vegetation that is typical of the Mediterranean mountain. The
greenery lessens with elevation due to the presence of large
blocks of limestone rock. This is one of the most difficult areas
since the slope is steep.

NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA
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3. THE LAGARILLO BLANCO (WHITE LAKE) ROUTE
About halfway up, the terrain will let up, and you will come
to a large plain with a view of the cross in the distance.
Rest here and enjoy the great natural lookout. You can see
the entire city of Malaga and the Pinares de San Anton
development hidden among the pine trees.
Continue on the route, with the cross always in the distance.
The path up has a lot of small pink limestone that tends to
break off, so take extreme precautions. As you cross this
difficult area, the slope decreases, as does the route’s overall
difficulty. You will once again find a small trail near palms.

42
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In the last stretch of the
climb, with the cross much
closer, you will find a new
well-marked path that leads
to the summit, as previously
described in this guide.
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3. THE LAGARILLO BLANCO (WHITE LAKE) ROUTE
To go back to the “Lagarillo Blanco” rest area, you’ll descend
the backside of the mountain. On the shady side, you’ll be
able to enjoy entirely different vegetation than what you
saw on the ascent. To do this, begin the descent from the
top along a well-marked path. When you reach the midpoint
between the two peaks, look for piles of stones that act as
markers indicating where this path veers off to join the new
path. Once you have found this point, continue along a
clearly marked, well-defined path of average difficulty (4).
Along the descent, you will come across a beautiful grove of
kermes oaks that becomes brush as you continue to make
your way down.

Finally, by staying along a path of average difficulty, you
will walk through vegetation and along a very narrow path,
occasionally encountering greater slopes. A little further on,
you will re-join the wide main path (point 5 on the map),
which will take you back to the starting point.
You’ll know you are on the right track when you go by a field
on the right with a set of beehives and then pass through a
fence with white posts.
One last point of interest
that you shouldn’t miss on
this route is a large carob
tree located a little bit off of
the road, close to the path
you took to climb to the top
(2). In addition to marking
the end of the route, this
carob tree is a great photo
opportunity.
When you get back to the
road, you will soon reach the
rest area where you left your
vehicle.
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A Coastal
Stroll
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A Coastal Stroll
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DESCRIPTION
This nature route runs along the east of Malaga’s coastline,
starting at the “El Candado” marina to the border with the municipality of Rincón de la Victoria. It runs along four beaches
that are connected by coastal walkways. Together, they cover
some 2,500 metres.
The Peñón del Cuervo and the surrounding area is a nature
area. Despite its natural and historical value, it does not have
any legal protection. This area is currently under threat by
Malaga’s expansion towards the eastern coast. Industrial activity and road traffic here near the coastline also put pressure
on this coastal ecosystem.
The Coastal Route: El Candado Sports Club Rincón de la Victoria

48
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ROUTE
Along this route, you’ll visit the beaches of El Candado, Peñón
del Cuervo, La Fábrica de Cemento, and La Araña. These beaches have medium-grained dark sand.
The Peñón del Cuervo and La Araña beaches are of great importance as part of Malaga’s natural heritage since they are the
only cliff beaches in the municipality.
In the La Araña area, you should visit the “Malaga Prehistoric
Park: The Humo Complex.” This site was declared a Cultural Interest Asset as one of the most important prehistoric sites in
the southern Iberian Peninsula.
Here you can visit the Interpretation Centre and learn about
our prehistoric legacy, with settlements dating back about
18,000 years.
Continue the route by visiting the Camino Real de Vélez where
it passes through La Araña. The remains of the archway (El Portazgo) that marked the municipality of Malaga, along with its
commemorative stone landmarks and the old post house, are
still standing there.
Finally, you will come to the end of the route by ascending
to the top of the mountain for a beautiful panoramic view of
Malaga’s eastern coast.
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LOCATION AND HOW TO GET THERE
The “El Candado” beach
where our route begins
is located in the eastern
district of the city of Malaga
near the “El Candado”
marina, five km from the
city centre.
While we will describe how
to get there by vehicle or
public transit, you can also
lengthen this route if you
start your own route from
any other point in the city.
The boardwalk makes it
possible to walk all along
the coastline. This is why
it is recommended to start
the route on foot. Be sure
to include the approximate
time and distance you’ll
add since this route is
linear, and you will return
along the same path. Go to
the nearest boardwalk and
start the route.

52

A Coastal Stroll

How to get there
The only beach access is via Almería Road.
By car:
1.

Continue along the Pablo Ruiz Picasso Boardwalk
towards Almería.

2.

Until reaching Calle Bolivia.

3.

Go straight on Av. Salvador Allende.

4.

It will become “Autovía Almería la Araña.” Finally, turn off
by a small exit just past a gas station, which will take you
to a parking lot next to the “El Candado” marina.

5.

You can leave your car there and start the route.

If you don’t have a car:
1.

2.

Walk about 600 metres along Av. Salvador Allende towards the “El Candado” marina.

3.

Once you’ve crossed the port, start the route.

You can also go directly to the “El Candado” gas station, which is much closer to the route’s
starting area, on the following Malaga Transit Consortium bus lines: M160, M161, M163.

THE BOTANICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS ROUTE
The vegetation you’ll come
across during the route will
be typical coastal vegetation,
including a plant local to the
coastal cliffs in the provinces
of Malaga and Granada, the
“malagueña
immortelle”
(Limonium malacitanum).

You can get to this area by taking the city bus (EMT),
line 11, at any of its numerous stops. Be sure to go in the
direction of the El Palo neighbourhood and get off at the
last stop, “Leopardi - Centro de Salud (1134).”

Starting point of the route:

It only lives on very sunny
littoral cliffs and rocks, almost
at sea level since it needs that
marine environment. It is in

danger of extinction.
Along the final stretch of
this route, you will find
exemplary specimens of
Maytenus
senegalensis
subsp. europaeus, a local
Afro-Iberian variety that’s
highly adapted to warm
coastal
areas,
where
drought and the presence
of strong saline winds limit
the presence of other plants.
Its flexible stems and small
leaves are some of its
primary adaptations to this
environment. It spreads
along the south-eastern part
of the Iberian Peninsula and
northern Africa (Morocco and

Algeria). On the Red List of
Andalusia’s vascular plant life,
it is classified as “endangered”
due to the alarming rate at
which its populations are
decreasing.
You will also find a wide
variety of marine wildlife
along the route’s cliffs and
rocky floors, where you can
pause and observe.

NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA

53

LANDSCAPE
Along this route, you will
be able to take in a coastal
landscape with no inclines,
making it very accessible.
From its starting point,
the path has been wellprepared, and signposts
have been added. There
are pedestrian paths and
biking alternatives.
In terms of the landscape,
there are three noteworthy
landmarks. El Peñon del
Cuervo is a rock formation
standing about 12 m high
that gives its beach its
name. There’s the manmade landscape of the
Fábrica de Cemento (the
cement factory) and the
Torre Almenara de Las
Palomas, a 16th-century
tower that acted as a
coastal fortification during
the reign of Felipe II.
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The beaches on this
route are the only cliffside
beaches in our city.
These limestone cliffs are
continually exposed to
the gentle waves that the
spot is known for, and
these give the rocks of the
cliffs unique shapes, which
you will be able to see at
different points along the
route.

The beach and the cliff make
this environment significant
both in terms of the
landscape and nature. Here,
different coastal habitats
come together, including
the rich, rocky sea beds.
You may also visit any of the
numerous caves and coves
that were the first populated
areas in Malaga, and the
remains of these settlements
can still be seen.
The highest point on the
coastline is at the top of
Monte de la Araña, where
the Torre de las Palomas is
located. From there, you can
take in views of the entire
area, as well as the waves
crashing against the cliffs.

communication
routes
parallel to the coast as you
walk. Humans have altered
this landscape, adding our
own features.
On the final part of the
route, once you are on
the opposite side of the
highway, you’ll move away
from the coast and into
higher elevation. You can see
“La Cala del Moral” (part of
the municipal area of Rincón
de la Victoria) to the east, the
cement factory to the west,
and from the highest point,
the cement quarry itself.

In addition to the coastal
landscape, you can also see
the traces of human activity
in creating developments,
industrial activity, and
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This route, stretching along some four kilometres, combines
beach areas with a coastal walk and inland areas where you
aren’t right by the sea, but at no point will you lose sight of it.
In addition to its environmental appeal as a unique rocky area
with marine cliffs and specimens local to Malaga’s coast, this
route includes significant cultural and historical attractions.
The “Malaga Prehistoric Park” is located here. It cares for and
publicises one of the richest archaeological heritage sites
from Andalusian prehistory, the “Humo Complex.” This area
is home to an Interpretation Centre and several caves that
were the first areas in Malaga to be settled. Remains from
Neanderthal settlements and refuges from 18,000 years ago
are found here.
Visit here if you want to learn more about the Humo Complex.

Another area attraction is the “Camino Real de Vélez Málaga.”
It dates back to the time of Carlos III, and the mountaintop it
ascends offers excellent views of Cala del Moral and the city
of Malaga.
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A COASTAL STROLL
This route begins with
a cobblestone walkway
flanked by the highway to
the left and a wooden railing
to the right, separating you
from the sea.
Right at the start, there are
some wooden stairs to the
right that go down to “El
Candado” beach. This beach
is about 200 metres long and
30 metres wide. It is a manmade beach that sees a lot
of traffic during the summer,
thanks to its beach bars, the
marina, and its proximity to
the “El Palo” neighbourhood.
Continue along this path;
there is an alternate lane for
biking alongside it. The route
is dotted with benches and
terraces where you can rest
and look out at the seaside
boulders.

Panoramic view of “El Candado” beach

Views of the cobblestone path and the bike path
along the route
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Descent to the cove and a small beach

Halfway
between
“El
Candado” beach and “El
Peñón del Cuervo” beach,
you will come to a small
descent to the right, leading
towards a cove mostly made
up of stones. Here, you can
find a wide variety of shells
and typical fauna among the
rocks.
Just before this slope down,
you will see an ascent on
the left, leading to another
higher path parallel to the
one you were on. This path
will offer a more panoramic
view of the surrounding
landscape, and it rejoins the
main one on “El Peñón del
Cuervo” beach.

Peñón del Cuervo Beach
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About 600 metres from
“El Candado,” you’ll find “El
Peñón del Cuervo” beach,
which is about 450 metres
long and 25 wide. Its main

feature is the rock located in
the middle of its coastline.
It’s linked to the beach by a
sand ridge, right in front of
the mouth of the Arroyo del
Judío stream. This beach has
a large recreational area and
rest area with grills, tables,
and benches where you can
eat and enjoy the beach any
time of the year.
Continue along the “Paseo
de los Canadienses,” named
for Canadian doctor Henry
Norman Bethune. He helped
the residents of Malaga
flee to Almería during the
Spanish Civil War in 1937
when they were being
pursued by Italian troops,
attacked by German aviation,
and bombed by Franco’s
naval ships.
Entrance to the tunnel through the Paseo de
los Canadienses and a plaque recognising the
Canadian people
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The Cement Factory beach from the Paseo de los
Canadienses. Not far in the background, you can
see the factory that gives this beach its name

Go through a small tunnel
that connects the “El Peñón
del Cuervo” beach with the
“La Fábrica de Cemento.” At
the entrance stand an olive
tree and a maple, which
were planted the day this
walk was inaugurated - a
symbol of the relationship
between Spain and Canada.
The plaque to the right of this
tunnel also commemorates
this historic event.
Parallel to the “Paseo de los
Canadienses” is another path
higher up, which rejoins it
at the “Fábrica de Cemento”
beach.

the seascape and the
beach’s unique rocks with an
industrial atmosphere.
At the end of this beach is the
Torre Almenara. There, you
can take in a panoramic view
of Malaga Bay. Below this
tower is a curious intertidal
zone with oddly-shaped
rocks that create pools. In
them, you can spot different
organisms that inhabit them
and enjoy the breakwater.
You will also come across
remains of other towers
and walls that adjoined the
tower.

View of the Torre Almenara from one of the rocky
areas leading to the “La Araña” beach

After about 400 metres, you
will reach the “La Fábrica de
Cemento” beach. Measuring
some 350 metres long and
15 metres wide, this beach
is guarded by the cement
factory itself, which contrasts
60
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Araña Beach. Behind the beach, you can see the
cement factory and the Torre Almenara

Interpretation Centre at the Prehistoric Park in La
Araña
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To continue the route,
you will have to cross
through the “La Araña”
neighbourhood. You can
access it from behind the
tower. You will stroll through
here until reaching the “La
Araña” beach. This beach is
about 500 metres long and
25 metres wide. You’ll be
walking on sand since the
boardwalk hasn’t been built
here yet.
In
the
La
Araña
neighbourhood, you will find
the “Malaga Prehistoric Park”.
At its Interpretation Centre,
you can see authentic
artefacts found at sites in
the area and reproductions
of what life was like over
the last half a million years.
By making a reservation
in advance, you can go on
a guided tour inside the

prehistoric
settlements
found in various caves. To
make a reservation, just call
952 62 01 03 or 674 729 574,
or send an e-mail to:
dirección@complejohumo.
org
Once the visit is over (usually
3 or 4 hours), a complete
guided tour will go up to the
“Cantal de La Araña,” which
the Camino Real de Vélez
Málaga followed during
Carlos III’s time. Along this
path are the remains of the
archway that marked the
municipality of Malaga. It
has commemorative stone
markers and the old post
house where muleteers and
stagecoaches stopped to
rest before continuing on
their journey to Vélez.

Caves at the Prehistoric Park in La Araña

Detours along the Camino Real to the top and the
Old Post Office

NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA

63

ITINERARY

View of the hill to climb to reach the summit

View of the quarry

As you go on, you will
come to a narrow path
that will take you north to
the highest area. This path
will end, and you will have
to start climbing the small
paths leading to the top of
the small mountain. There,
you will be able to enjoy
breath-taking views: the
Mediterranean Sea and
Malaga Bay, contrasting with
the cement factory quarry,
which is hidden from most
points in the city.
After this last point of
interest, you can go back the
same way you came to end
the route.
Coastal Route track

Views from the top of Cantal de la Araña where you can
see the La Cala del Moral cove
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Guadalhorce
Estuary
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DESCRIPTION
In its day, the Nature Area at the mouth of the Guadalhorce
River was a huge marsh where the waters of the river and the
sea converged. This meeting point created extensive marshy
lands; over the centuries, these grew and formed a delta with the
alluvial deposit of materials washed up by the river.
Due to floods and overflow, the Guadalhorce reservoir (ArdalesÁlora) was built between 1914 and 1921. This structure brought
an end to the floods and the marshes themselves.
After the marshes dried up, the land was used for agriculture and
livestock.
During the 1970s, the extraction of aggregates in the area
produced many gravel pits where the alluvial aquifer’s water
table came to the surface, recreating the area’s original natural
landscape. Over the years, they were taken over by large amounts
of flora and fauna, giving the area a high value. In 1989, the Junta
de Andalucía included this area in the Network of Protected
Natural Spaces of Andalusia, categorised as a Nature Area.

booted eagle, the kingfisher,
the pink flamingo, the
spoonbill, the white-headed
duck, and the Kentish
plover, which breeds in a
reserved area in the beach’s
sand. Ornithologists have
catalogued 73 species of
winter birds, 25 summer
birds, 90 migratory birds, and
45 incidental species. Over
200 different species of birds
have been spotted.

The place also has significant
plant diversity due to the
presence of fresh and
brackish water. In the sandy
areas, you can find halophilic
plants that are adapted to
this saline environment.
These include European
searocket or prickly saltwort,
while in the riverbank forest
areas, Tamarix canariensis
and
other
specimens
predominate.

Currently, the Natural Area comprises a complex of five brackish
and freshwater lagoons (depending on location). It is of high
ornithological value, as it is a stopover and resting point for
coastal migratory birds - surely the most important one in the
province.
Despite being just a few metres from the city, the spot hosts a
diverse array of fauna. Of particular note are the osprey and the

Itinerary overview
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LOCATION AND HOW TO GET THERE
How to get there

The Nature Area faces
east, and it is located in
the westernmost part of
our city, in the delta of
the Guadalhorce River
estuary. It is between the
Sacaba and Guadalmar
developments, with the
industrial park of the
same name at its northern
border.

Because of how close this place is to the urban heart of the
city of Malaga, it can be reached easily by public transit:
1. Take Line 5 “Alameda Principal- Guadalmar-Churriana”
from Alameda Principal towards Guadalmar. This bus will
take you towards Guadalmar, and there are several stops on
this line.
2. Once there, the stop closest to the start of the trail is
located on Calle Manuel Curros Enríquez (1013).
3. From this stop, head to the eastern end of the
neighbourhood, continuing along Calle Manuel Curros
Enríquez until you reach a roundabout. There, turn right to
take Calle Guadalhorce, where you will find a church.

To the south, it borders the
Guadalhorce beach, which
is about 1,100 metres long
and 30 metres wide. This
beach is rarely frequented
and has few services, given
its location and difficulty to
access.
Another entry point was
recently made available
with the construction of
a pedestrian bridge (the
Senda Litoral, the coastal
route), offering access from
the Sacaba development.
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4. Continue on this street, going straight until you come to
a dirt ramp on the left.
5. After going up here, take the path to the left until you
reach a bridge on the right. This is the beginning of the
route.

However, due to the high pressure brought on by the massive
use of this access point, follow the instructions in this guide to
minimise pressure on the area.

You can find this starting point
at the Google Maps link:
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LANDSCAPE
The Nature Area at the
mouth of the Guadalhorce
is the most important
coastal wetland in the
province of Malaga. It
consists of a 67-hectare
island
between
the
two branches of the
Guadalhorce River, which
split in the final stretch
before reaching the sea.
There are five permanent
lagoons, refuges for both
the birds that live there
all year round, as well as
for the migratory birds
that come to reproduce
there, or those passing
through that can use these
lagoons as a resting place
on their way to Africa
before crossing the Strait
of Gibraltar.
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This wetland is an old
estuary filled with
quaternary
alluvial
deposits from the
Guadalhorce River that
are largely made of
sand, silt and clay.

It is a lagoon landscape with layers of water surrounded by
halophilic vegetation adapted to the saline environments
there.
At certain times of the year, the landscape is transformed
depending on rainfall and sunlight. These factors determine
the “vividness” of the vegetation and its flowering, which
creates distinct visual arrays. Though the seasons aren’t
heavily demarcated in our climate, it is worth visiting this spot
at different times of the year. You’ll be rewarded with a lush
experience of nature.

These lagoons possess different morphological and
morphometric features permanently flooded by groundwater
outcropping linked with the delta’s detrital aquifer and its
riverbed, the Guadalhorce River.
The Casillas, Grande, and Eucaliptal lagoons spread out along an
east-west axis at the mouth. The Casillas lagoon is the farthest
west and the shallowest (about 70 cm deep). It is also one of
the most recent to have formed and usually has a higher saline
content than the Eucaliptal lagoon, which is deeper, closer to
the beach, and has somewhat less mineralised waters.
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LANDSCAPE

FLORA

The area’s main problem is its proximity to the city, housing
developments, the highway, and industrial areas. These exert
excessive pressure on this protected area, in addition to
causing blockages in the natural drainage routes.
Another problem for the river is that, even though the
reservoir regulates its flow, its flat topography poses a high risk
of flooding. One instance of the importance that this fact may
have was the flood of 1989. This caused significant damage
to the city, especially in Guadalmar, where the river’s level is
above the development’s ground level adjoining its mouth.
The entire area is ready for visitors. It has well-kept paths that
run through the entire area, and observatories in its lagoons
make it possible to watch and photograph the birds in their
natural environment without disturbing them.
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The flora around the river’s mouth can be classified in one of
two ways: naturally regenerated and man-made. The former
owners of this land, which was previously called “Finca La Isla,”
planted eucalyptus, palm trees, sugar cane... these are hardly
ever found today.
Another possible division for classifying vegetation is by
location: near the beach or around the lagoons.
Throughout the entire lagoon, the vegetation is essentially
composed of tamarisk, such as Tamarix canariensis and
Tamarix africana; rushes such as Juncus maritimus and
Juncus acutus; reeds (Phragmites australis), and cattail
(Typha dominguensis). The lagoons themselves are also
home to aquatic plants, such as Ruppia maritima and algae
like cladophora and sea lettuce.
As you get closer to the beach, the dune vegetation takes a
more prominent role. You’ll find species such as Othanthus
maritimus, Medicago marina (coastal medick), and sea fennel
(Crithmum maritimum).
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POINTS OF INTEREST
The “Laguna Escondida” (Hidden Lagoon) Observatory:
This is the first observatory you’ll come across on the “Laguna
Grande” (Big Lagoon) trail. Here, you can see how the salinity
of the water conditions the type of vegetation present.

The “Aves Marinas” (Marine Birds) Observatory
It is located at the end of the Río Viejo trail. It offers a wide
view of the sea and the beach, and you can spot plovers and
seagulls, among other species.

The “Laguna Grande” (Grand Lagoon) Observatory:
This is where you can stop and observe the birds inhabiting
Laguna Grande, which is located on the path of the same
name. Depending on the time of year, you’ll see ducks,
herons, and cormorants in winter and wading birds and
seagulls during migration seasons.

Information panel on the Kentish Plover
Nesting area of the Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus).
Typically, an inhabitant of beaches and coastal lagoons, the
Kentish plover has markedly suffered due to the marked
transformation process of area beaches and wetlands, which
has led to a progressive decline in their populations.

The “Laguna de la Casilla” (Booth Lagoon) Observatory:
This is the first observatory you’ll come across on the Río Viejo
(Old River) trail. Here, you can see many ducks, including the
white-headed duck and the mallard, as well as coots and
moorhens.
The “Del Río Viejo” (Old River) Observatory: This is the
booth you’ll find on the Río Viejo trail. It’s known for its wading
birds. This type of bird lives in flooded coastal areas with silt,
and they are indicators of good environmental health.
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The main threat comes from the loss of habitat and
disturbances due to intensive recreational uses on the
coasts and beaches during the summer, which significantly
impairs reproduction. Besides the elimination of areas of
dune vegetation that occurred while “cleaning” the beaches,
causing nests to be destroyed, and unchecked urbanisation
on the coast, these are the biggest factors influencing the
Kentish plover’s decline.
Another threat it faces - one common among birds
reproducing at ground level - is nest predation by seagulls,
corvids, foxes, cats, and rats. A protection zone for breeding
has been set up to help protect this species.
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In the Nature Area of the mouth of the Guadalhorce, there
are two established routes with markers. They are designed
to allow visiting all points of interest without disturbing the
environment.
These are the “Río Viejo” (Old River) and “La Laguna Grande”
(Big Lagoon) trails. Since these trails are not more than 2 km
long and begin at the same point, they can each be done
linearly or combined to make a single circular route that
makes it possible to visit all points of interest in the area.

To get to the starting point for these trails, first, go up a small
slope and head towards the bridge, then take the path to the
left. As you approach the bridge, you’ll see one of the two
branches that the Guadalhorce River divides into at its mouth.
This branch of the river is characterised by its abundant flow
and for being flanked by a lot of eucalyptus and tamarisk.
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Cross the bridge and continue
forward through a beautiful
reed bed until you reach the
area where the two trails
diverge, as indicated by two
information panels.
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Following the trail, you’ll arrive at the “Aves Marinas” (Marine
Birds) observatory, where you will see a panoramic view of the
Mediterranean and its surrounding beaches: Sacaba Beach
on the left and the beach at the mouth of the Guadalhorce
itself. From there, you’ll easily spot gannets, different species
of seagulls, and dolphins on the horizon. This observatory
marks the end of the “Río Viejo” (Old River) trail.

RÍO VIEJO (OLD RIVER)
TRAIL
This trail measures 1.6
kilometres in all. If you
choose this path, 350
metres after the intersection
and a small curve, you’ll
come across the first
observatory, the “Laguna de
la Casilla” (Booth Lagoon).

After resting and taking in the views at this observatory, you
have two options:
This observatory is where you can spot many types of ducks,
including mallards and the common pochard, as well as
coots and moorhens. In spring, common house martins are
commonly seen in this lagoon. They come from Africa to
spend the summer here. These birds put on an aerial show
that you won’t want to miss.
After stopping to watch the birds, follow the path to the next
observatory, located about 200 metres from the first. This is
the “Río Viejo” (Old River) observatory.

A) Go back along the same path.
B) Connect with the “Laguna Grande” (Big Lagoon) trail by
crossing the beach. It runs 1.1 kilometres in all, and portions
of it are untouched. This means that you can see plants
typical of natural beaches, such as Cakile maritima (European
searocket), Eryngium maritimum (sea holly), and Crithmum
maritimum (sea fennel or rock samphire).

From there, you can see a different set of birds from the
previous observatory. This is because this lagoon is shallower
and has a higher salt content. Here, it is common to find
plovers, avocets, little egrets, and black-winged stilts, birds
that require calm, shallow waters for feeding.
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But the most important element found at this beach is the
protected area that’s fenced in for the Kentish plover’s breeding grounds. This bird appears in the Red Book among birds
of Spain categorised as “vulnerable,” and it is listed as “of special interest” in the National Catalogue of Threatened Species.

This bird nests on sandy beaches at ground level, so its main
threat comes from loss of habitat and disturbances from intense recreational uses on the beaches during the summer.
After continuing 650 metres along the beach, you will find
the entrance to a new path that is part of the “Laguna Grande”
(Big Lagoon) trail.
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“LAGUNA GRANDE”
(BIG LAGOON) TRAIL
This trail traverses 1.7
kilometres in all. As
mentioned,
you
can
start the trail by crossing
the river or from the
beach. We’ll describe the
route starting from the
intersection. Take the path
to the right, the “Laguna
Grande” (Big Lagoon) trail.
You’ll enjoy a walk through
species of repopulated
vegetables, such as quinces
and young Canary Island
pines. In spring, it’s also
easy to spot bee-eaters
along this path. These
beautiful, brightly coloured
birds come to Spain
to spend the summer.

About 550 metres into the trail, turn left to head to
the “Laguna Escondida” (Hidden Lagoon) observatory.

black-headed gulls. Lastly, be sure to look for
the large eucalyptus trees at this observatory;
these are where the great cormorants roost.
From this observatory, you can see “Laguna Escondida,”
a clean, fairly deep lagoon with no currents. You can
usually find little grebes, coots, and members of the
Anatidae family like white-headed ducks and mallards.
Return to the main path to head towards the next
observatory, about 400 metres away: the “Laguna Grande”
(Big Lagoon) observatory. In the lagoon’s shallow areas, it’s
quite common to find groups of little egrets, black-winged
stilts, and plovers, much like the “Río Viejo” (Old River) Lagoon.
This is because they have essentially the same characteristics.
In the deepest areas of this lagoon, given how close the sea
is, you can also find large flocks of yellow-legged gulls and
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Finally, 500 metres from this observatory, you’ll
come to La Desembocadura (Estuary) beach.

Guadalhorce River Estuary Route:
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Orchard
Route
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DESCRIPTION
The pine forest located along the “Camino de los Almendrales”
(Almond Orchard Way). With a diameter of 7.6 km and an area of
150 ha, it is made up of a repopulated forest of Aleppo pines and
Canary Island pines. It is located entirely within the municipality
of Malaga, to the north of the Limonar neighbourhood near the
Malaga Equestrian Club.
This forest forms a southern extension of the Montes de Málaga;
although it isn’t part of this Natural Park, it is connected. This pine
forest reaches 390 metres at its highest point. On this route, you
can see from Monte San Antón to the Sierra de Mijas, including
the city of Malaga, the Pedregalejo beaches, and Mount
Gibralfaro.
With its siliceous soil, the pine forest features slopes created by
soil erosion from the tributaries of the Toquero stream, yet it is
fully accessible with well-marked trails and paths. As noted, this
route is crossed by two small tributaries of the Toquero, which
have formed small valleys. Their riverbed is home to vegetation
that’s typical of riverbank areas, and it has a low volume after the
rainiest times of the year.
This pine forest was planted during the repopulations that were
carried out over the five km of mountain ranges that make up
the Montes de Málaga to prevent the flooding that occurred
as the Guadalmedina River and its tributaries rose during the
rainiest times of the year.

88

The Almond Orchard Route

Repopulation began in the 1930s
and ended about 20 years later.
This process heavily involved Pinus
halepensis (the Aleppo pine) that
were used in the southern area
and Pinus canariensis (the Canary
Island pine) in the north. Over time,
this pine forest has evolved and an
understory with significant plant
diversity has developed. It includes
Mediterranean brush like different
varieties of broom, gorse, and trees
such as cork oaks and wild olive trees,
which gives it high environmental
value.
Given its uniqueness, the Canary
Island pine forest to the north is of
particular importance on this route.
This species of local Canary Island
pine contrasts with the Aleppo pine
that’s so typical of the area.
Two more aspects deserve your
attention as you walk: the contrast
between the riverbank and sunny
areas and the beautiful panoramic
views of Malaga and surrounding
areas along the route.
NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA
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THE PINE FOREST
Aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis)
This is the most common pine species in the Montes de Málaga,
as it was the variety used in the repopulation of the previous
century. It is also considered one of the most efficient trees in
terms of filtering CO2. This tree absorbs and converts CO2 into
O2 through photosynthesis and can filter up to 49,000 kilos of
CO2 each year. This species undoubtedly has one of the highest
exchange rates and is therefore of particular interest in the fight
against climate change.
Canary Island pine (Pinus canariensis)
This species has suffered from over-cutting due to its wood’s
value, which is known for its beauty, the ease of working it, and
its ability to remain unchanged over the years. This makes it
unique among other peninsular and Mediterranean pines. One
very important characteristic is its fire resistance. This is in part
due to the thick corky layer covering its trunk, which isolates it
from heat and flames. Even after fire, it can also resprout, which
gives this species its great regenerative ability that has helped
reforest areas devastated by fires in southern Europe.
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The pine needles can easily be differentiated by sight: The
Canary Island pine has three needles per sheath, while other
native Spanish pines have only two. This feature gives the
Canary Island pine a more “feathery” appearance that is easily
recognisable at a glance.
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LOCATION AND HOW TO GET THERE
Location

How to get there

The Pinar de los Almendrales (the “almond orchard
pine forest”) is located in
the southern part of the
Montes de Málaga, three
km from the city centre.

The only way to access the mountain is through the Camino
de los Almendrales (“Almond Orchard Way”). You can get to
the starting point directly by car or on foot (*).

To its north are the Montes
de Málaga; to the south
west, the Autovía del Mediterráneo (the A-7); to the
east, the Toquero, a seasonal stream that runs dry
most of the year.
At the foot of the Monte del
Pinar de los Almendrales
is the Malaga Equestrian
Club.

Start of the Los
Almendrales route:

By car:
1.

Start at the Alameda Principal and head towards El Palo
until you reach the Fuente de las Tres Gracias. There, take
the first exit towards the Pablo Ruiz Picasso Boardwalk.

2.

Continue along this boardwalk for 1.5 kilometres until
you see the Hospital Parque San Antonio. As soon as you
pass it, take the first exit to the left onto Calle Idris and
continue along Paseo Miramar.

3.

Go straight, merging onto Av. Mayorazgo. Continue
along this avenue towards Calle la Era for 1 km, then turn
right onto Av. Arrigo Boito.

4.

When you come to the roundabout, take the 2nd exit
towards Camino de los Almendrales. Continue along this
road for 2 km until you pass the detour for the Equestrian
Club. On the left, you’ll see an open plain where you can
park. This is the starting point for the route.

(*): EMT (line 37) stop nº 3705 Camino de los Almendrales
(Sierra Blanquilla)
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LANDSCAPE

Since this is a closed canopy forest, the landscape in the
lower elevation areas is composed of pine forest. It features
the predominant greens of the vegetation and the ochre
roads and firebreaks. The mountains are irregular due to the
streams crossing the range; vegetation typical of these areas
develops here. However, as mentioned, most of this route
follows well-maintained trails.
At the highest points, the panorama opens up with panoramic
views of the city to the south and west and the surrounding
natural enclaves.
The effect of the Toquero stream and its tributaries is evident
along the trail: there are heavily eroded areas worn down by
the water during the rainiest times of the year.
The stream certainly affects the pine forest’s appearance.
Over centuries, it has carved a narrow valley with small slopes
on this mountain range.
As a result of the stream’s impact, you can note this
trail’s marked difference both in terms of vegetation and
temperature.
Along this route, you will walk through a dense forest of
repopulated pine trees that are very well preserved. Along
some stretches, though, there is a high amount of biomass
from dry specimens accumulated, which requires upkeep.
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This reinforced pine forest
is interspersed with old
specimens of carob and olive
trees, the young trunks of
wild olive trees, and several
young holm oaks enriching
the landscape.
The pine needles have
accumulated over the years,
increasing the soil’s fertility.
This richness has, in turn,
allowed a rich understory to
develop.
The high concentration of
pines means that the top of
the mountain all too often
goes
underappreciated.
They prevent looking out
over long distances, except
for the plains with the
viewpoints or spots where

the path is situated above
the tree cover. Those areas
offer great views.
The mountain formations
that are visible to the west
include the Sierra de Mijas,

the Sierra Blanca de Marbella,
and the Sierra de las Nieves,
Prieta and Alcaparaín, as well
as the Guadalhorce Valley. To
the east, you can see Monte
San Antón.
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ITINERARY
The suggested route
crosses the forest from
south to north, reaching
the area around the A-7000
access road to the “Montes
de Málaga” NP.

LOS ALMENDRALES OPTION A

LOS ALMENDRALES OPTION B

The Los Almendrales (“Almond
Orchard”) trail, option A

The Los Almendrales (“Almond
Orchard”) trail, option B

Both options offer a low
level of difficulty. The trails
are well-preserved and
well-marked, though they
don’t have signs.

It has both a circular and
a linear section. On the
circular section, there are
two options for the return.
The total distance for
option A is 9.2 km or 10.5
km for option B. You can
choose based on the time
you have and your fitness
level.
The linear stretch includes
a visit to an excellent
viewpoint, where you
should take a short break
and enjoy the view.
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ITINERARY
Both options have the
same start and endpoints.
The starting point is
in a wide area with no
vegetation next to the
road. You can leave your
vehicle there.
At this point, there are two
paths to choose from. You
will return on the one to
the left, and the one to the
north will be the one to
take.

After traveling about 1 km,
you will come to the first
intersection, where you will
take a right. After another
100 m, you will come to a
second intersection; take a
right again. There is a grove
of Canary Island pines 2 km
after this turn.

Once you reach the end, go back to the second intersection
along the same path. At that point, you’ll head towards the
Mirador. Take the other path this time. It is about 600 m from
the intersection to the viewpoint, and the beautiful panoramic view at the end is worth the effort.

As you approach this small forest, Aleppo pines will give way
to the Canary Island pines. This transition will allow you to
see the difference between the two species of pines. The trail
runs 500 m through this forest.
Once you’ve taken a break at this viewpoint, go back along
the same path to the first intersection. Once there, take the
other path to the right, which leads south. There, you will
have to decide which route to take.
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ITINERARY
Option A
Just 100 metres from the
trail’s intersection, a small
path down to the stream
begins on the left. Walk
along it for about 1.5 kilometres, as it runs through a
dense pine forest. It is also
equipped for bicycles - the
artificial ramps and curves
are preserved for cyclists.
As such, trial circuits and
championships for biking
are held on this section of
the trail.

Option B

This trail will continue until it
reaches the third junction of
paths. This intersection has three
wide roads and one narrow one.
The latter will be on your left; take
it to return to the starting point,
which is about 500 metres away.

For this option, follow the
path without any detours
(don’t take the trail) from
the second intersection on.
Follow the path for about
1.5 kilometres until you
reach a firebreak where
the Lagar de Las Quirosas,
a wine press, is located.
This entire path is properly
maintained.

While on this path, you will see
the ruins of the Las Quirosas
Hermitage. Though the structure
is not well conserved, it is one of
the points of interest because of
its historical value.

Take a break, and then go downhill again. Take the path on
the left. After following two small curves, you will arrive at a
more pronounced one. In the middle of it to the right, you’ll
find the beginning of a narrow path. Continue the route on
that path.

If you take this route, you’ll travel a total of 9.2 kilometres
of paths and trails of average to low difficulty. They have
gentle slopes and the typical landscape of pine forests and
Mediterranean brush.
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It will take you down a somewhat steep slope among the
pines. Follow it for about one kilometre. For the most part,
this path runs along the bank of a stream, which likely has run
dry. You will notice a change in both the temperature and the
vegetation, which becomes denser and greener.

The Lagar de las Quirosas
is in ruins, but it offers a
beautiful photo op. Its
location at the top of the
hill presents stunning
views. Stopping to visit
these ruins will take you
less than 100 m out of the
way.
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ITINERARY
There is also an area with more
humid vegetation, and you can
visit all of the recommended
points of interest.

This trail will end at a third intersection - the same one in
Option A. It is easily identifiable by the firebreak and a large
almond tree. As with the previous option, for this trail, you will
also take the small path before you to the right to head back
to the starting point, some 500 metres away.
As mentioned, you will pass by the ruins of the Las Quirosas
Hermitage halfway through this last section.
If you choose this itinerary, you’ll travel a total of 10.4
kilometres of paths and trails of average to low difficulty. They
have gentle slopes and the typical landscape of pine forests
and Mediterranean brush.

102

The Almond Orchard Route

NATURE ROUTES OF MAL AGA

103

POINTS OF INTEREST
Viewpoint:
From the viewpoint located
to the west of the Pinar, the
pine forest, you can catch a
glimpse of the forest and a
panoramic view of Malaga
Bay stretching from Monte
San Antón to the Sierra de
Mijas.

pityocampa). Yet, it is one of the few species capable of
regenerating after being exposed to this pest. That’s why
this species is planted for reforestation: it attracts the pine
processionary because it is resistant to this pest.

Vegetation typical of humid areas: Part of the route
follows a stream bed, which runs dry unless there are heavy
rains. The vegetation is characteristic of more humid, shady
areas, unlike what you find in the middle of the pine forest.
This vegetation is much greener and hosts a large amount of
ivy, periwinkles, and members of the allium family.

The Canary Pine Grove: This grove of Pinus canariensis is
situated in the northern part of this route. This tree’s main
characteristics are its long needles and its cones that point
up towards the sky.
The Canary Island pine is highly resistant to fire since it has
adapted to the Canary Islands’ volcanic conditions.
One interesting note about these pines is that they are heavily
affected by pine processionary moths (Thaumetopoea
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Corymbia calophylla (marri): if you choose option A, you
will find large specimens of this species unique in our city,
on the stretch back along the stream. This tree is native to
Australia, and it was originally described as a species of
eucalyptus. The trunk responds to insect damage by exuding
a red, blood-like substance, which gives its family of trees its
name: bloodwoods.

The Las Quirosas Hermitage and Wine Press
These two sites of interest share a name but not a location.
The Las Quirosas wine press is in the west, and the hermitage
is to the east. The shared name comes from the Quirosa, a
stream running through Los Almendrales - the almond
orchard. Both are in ruins.
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